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SOUTHEEI SLAYER!' AND iTS RELATIONS TO NORTHERN INDUSf RY. 



. It is common to hear it said that Slavery has existed, at one 
time or another, in all parts of the world. The remark is true 
enough; but it would be just as true and more pMlosophica! tt> 
say that servitude, in some form or other-^its character deter- 
mined by the character of the pavtieis— is a thing of all ag^s 
and of all countries. It has not only always existed, but there 
is every reason to believe that it will continu(^ to exi&t until the 
time arrives— which need not be soon expected— when eVery 
human being in the world will be equal to every other, ill 
vigor, activity, ambition and intelligence. 

Everywhere, and especially in those countries which we are 
wont to call civiliijed, the. relation of master and servant is to 
be found, with a greater or less distance in the social scale be- 
tween the one order and the other. The servile class, What- 
ever it may happen to be called — ^whether slaves, servants, 
help, workmen or operatives — always performs the labor of the 
community, by which it gains subsistence; while the master 
class receives the profit, gaining thereby comfoirt br luxury: 
and in this most material respect, all forms of servitude agree. 
If the laborer is able to live by his labor in a manner conform- 
ably to his ideas^howetor rude his manners and iiiicultivatoa 
his testes—- society is satisfied; arid seldom, in its own case, 
takes the trouble to in<iuire whether he is rising or sinking in 
manhood or intelligence in consequence of his iservitttde. 

In fact, society seldom becomes conscientious in ^respect to 
its own conditions. It assumes them to be right, or at least 
the best the circumstances will pemit. Believing that it un- 
derstands its own case better than others can understand it, so- 
ciety does not listen with patience to the suggestions or remon- 
strances of outside reformers, and always treats them as un- 
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sound and iitipertinent* A community is much more prono to 
become consokntioiis in tespect to the conditions of another 
community than to those of its own. Philanthropy is a far- 
aeoing virtuoi and ,|>refors, rather to point its telescope to 
object of coiiiniiseration at a distance, than to busy itself in 
seeking out, with unaided vision, and correcting the abuses of 

its,^wn^h0UaehoI4. 

^ JTbe word Blayery, in a collectivo sense, i» used to desigi?ate 
ibe TClatioSi wbidi exists between the master and the servile 
dp3^s In certifciii parts of the worid. In those parts of the 
AMmcan Continent where slavery does not exist, men are so 
mudi 4«cttJist<>TOd to look at it i» its collective aspect, that they 
, mistak'^. several,, of . its most essential ch^O/aotsristics, ■ . Slavery, 
M saudbi ^ any other form of servitude, is simply a relation 
betweea ^© individual master and the. individual servant. 
Society as a body of individuals, combine together for the mu- 
tual jwl^tion of their interests in their slaves; but the inter- 
est p|fe?exist^ tbe <y>mbination j and the , character of the serv- 
itude is, HQ mete changed by it, than .that of the corresponding 
relation in other parts of the Oontinent is afifected by the legal 
mlm. under wMeh tlie obligations of contracts are enforced. 

>Slav^y~-so to as - the principles upon which it exists are 
«s©ncern^««48 as little understoodin the Southern States as it 
is in the Hor^ern* Indeed all the theories which are accepted 
in &e Boi^ upon the subject^ have been borrowed from . the 
Bouft; Mid Ihey are all erroneous. Slavery is not-^as it is 
^i^nistally calledr--{pi instiWion* An institution is a thing 
wlach, Is cimt^d % Sw^ or by; some convention or agreement 
Imviijg the fer«8 of l^^w, overf those by whem it is establishisd. 
it therefore a be^nning ia time, bef^r$» which it did not 
exist; aisad.^^^m^ a irevelpgal of the process by 

wJ#l^ wa^^<^ Slavery m irespect to law,; had no begin- 

Mng;in &i«fe yJKj^ the first siava was landed upoli 

the 

laws, eonveiitions o Tbe^^ are laws by> whioh 

skv^ Is regulated, aiid th^r dghts of ; the master protected:; 



but there is not now, and r . ' has been, a law by ,\vhkh 
it was declared that the ncf/o should bo the 'property of the 
white man, any more than 1- jr© is a law by which it is de- 
clared that horses or housoa ahall beloixg to their sereral pro- 
prietors, The relatioE a;s:ofee put of the aetuajity in the one 
case, precisely as in the ot^er, Ml the laws, theijeforej which 
have been passed in respect to slavery haye iiot. ehang^d its 
character a particle] nor would that character be changed^ by 
their repeal. In this respect, it stands upon the same footiug 
with the relations of ht^sband and wife, of parent and child, 
^and,,of employer and employed in the Northern States. 
Neither ef them owe their existence to law; and neither of 
them would be abolished by' a repeal of all the statutes by 
which their existence is recognized. " ; / 

Slavery is not, therefore^as lawyers and politicians and 
statesmen have called it, from time immemorial—a creatm*e of* 
local law: nor is it a creature of any other written law or 
agreement. It is a fact; Like all the other organic relations 
of societyj it standB upon its actuality. Statutes did not make 
it and can not unmake it. It can neither be destroyed by rew 
peal nor by enai3tmett Institutions and constitutions may pass 
away, and yet it wili not necessarily be a^eeted by the resolu- 
tion. The x)nly way to get rid of it is by force-^throUjgH ihe re- 
volt of the slave breaking his bondage^ or the intervention of 
an overpowering force from without. , 

The right of slavery«-^if such a thing exists^-^is to/be foimd 
where the rights of all the other domestic relation^ ate pd^ited. 
All the hypotheses that have beeix staarted by Sotithe^^ 
clans and: phiiosophets with a vie^: to establish an iabstmet 
right in one body of men to hold: another in gt servile^ condi- 
tion are entirely .untenable.? ; The notion that the negr^Oj being 
liescended fe'om Gainak, the son of Mam, became not oiily black 
but subje<5t to slavery in consigquence; of the curse |)rondt^ 
by Noah upon ? his father, on an 'exti*aordina^^ a^^sMoii of 
mofai virtue^ such as often occurs affcei* a i&t of driinketine^s, 
and fchat^ therefore he may be reduced to servitude wherever 
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foundy lB sim|>ly puerile, and haa ho shadow of: testimony tot 
ife sttpport. We Imve no kiiowledge of the origin of the Afri- 
'<iMi- and the story of the curso of OAiM^r -vras told, as all 
mustt)6 amre who are oon^^ Bible, for another 

^litpose thass to sanction hegrb slavery r to supply a mfeoa*-^ 
pemaps after the fa^t—for the destruction of the G^MniMsE 
trite by the Hebrews tmder Jop^ 

Hor does the fact-Mif it is a fadti-that the negro is of an in- 
ferior order of the creittion, afford theoretiM grottJdd upon 
wMieh ta establish a rij^ht t6 hold'hiiii in'any forin of subjec- 
tion; * The ^ 4^6stion whether 6n^ giv^n . race ' is^ infeiJ-ior to 
^ndth^r Is lalways open to dispute^ in which both the partiss 
#e%Btit!6d to a hearing, while there is no umpire With author- 
ity to' decide the controversy. The assumption of this ground 
by Southern writers has opened the door to a great variety of 
* questions: as to the capacity of the negrbj 'his susceptibility of 
cultivation, and hie ability for seif-goviernniettt-^questions that 
have been themes. for a vast amount of wrangling and dispute; 
but which «s yet exhibit no appearance of sipproaohing a satis- 
factory settlement These writers, in their anxiety to prove 
itheir theory, overlooked the important fact that^ admitting 
that ene race of mfea is superior to another, it does /not neces- 
i warily ft>ildw that the former is thereby endowed with a natu- 
fs^al-rightrto.hold the^iatter *in''Servitude*U:--.^.^ ■ ■■^ '-'-r^ 
Society is not founded . ^ipon theories but tpon facts; It 
Uttie or no eogjiii^ance ofithe relative value of racesj but 
,aU its conditions are established uponi the relative value of in- 
dividuals. Sistvery in the Southern ? States owds its existence, 
,nQt :|o, the fafet that the Afeican raice is inferior to the Anglo- 
^iBLsrieahji but to the fa# that the individuais ef the African 
rjice who ^there reside^ :are in%*ior . to the individuals of the 
^^^glo^^jneriCan? race.: :^ciei^ takes, na accoimt of vultimaite 
;cai>iibjiUt|es, bM solely upoi^upiesentv ones. relations 
not iia^d^'b^ what; this^ o^ that5manyorf orders of naennaay 
but by vdiot they a^ 
have their kws of acuity and gx*avitation^ under : thb 
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operation of whicli the elements of wliicli tliey aire cojiipbsed 
lin*l their proper* places, in accordance Svith their present val- 
ues. In a conimnnity composed of inidiriduals diftering from 
each other in intelligence^ ^activity $,hd amMiidn«*-'#h©th0^^ 
they le of different races or of the 8ame-i--the the 
uneonscions natural force of their own ^ualiSes, will rise to the 
topi while the inferior, in consequehee of tKeir detciencies^ 
will remain at th^ Mttom. ' , / ' v ■ ' 

\!?he normal condition of human society is unity of race. / 
Nature does not, of its own accord, introduce two distinct race^ 
of men upon the same soiL America is in the pecttUat condi- 
tion— unprecedented before its disc^Very-«-of heing Inhabited' 
by two orders df the human family, bbtfci ; exotic, widely difi©r« 
ent in coiistitution, oharacter and appearance, drawn from 
parts of the world ; far distant from ;each other; i^sd almost 
total strangers until they were introduced togelh^Jt^pon a con- 
tineiit that was forMgn to both. Whether this ititroductibii 
was right or wrong, fortunate or unfortunate, is not now the 
question. T'^e thing is done, and can not be undone, , Botk 
have a right io remain; for feveiy h^^ has a title by 

birth to tread the earth and breathe th^ir of his hative lahd^ 
Of the two-^if there iia any difference— titl0 of tfe African [ 
^M^^J^!^^ for he came %compidsibn; and :m4y^ | 
4ei&MH%h"at he^^^ b^ tolerated in a country to which lie was j 
brought t^ his^bwh. ^\ . 

Let us notlaU into the m errors and xiharge 

as the evils of slavery trhose things which are| lite natural 
result of the intermixture^ of tviro' Widely diferent kinds of pieb- 
ple, in nearly equal proportions upon the sanae .S(iil. By fkr 
the greater share of those mpral oSehses that ar<3 alleged to be 
the offspring of siayery, owe their origin to tha^t juxta^bsil^ipn 
of raoesi which would contiiiue were slavery iaIpHted. And 
even for those ^hick grow out ■ of the servile ^ irelatioi!^ ^Mere 
may be compensating consideratibhs. ^ All over the w6rld the 
condition; of tWo different races, in the same country, eachln- 
dejiendpht of the other, is one of antagonism; "0nlesS ther^ is 



aa, existiiig aiid pqrme,neiit interest to: bind them togethe?*, they 
are always at enmitj. Under that enmity, botfe are the sufer- 
^^sjybutjthe wejik^st and enterpri;sing race i^ the one that 
^^V^'i^J^^^pstr a tjjie te^d9ncy, as experience has abun- 
dantly shown, is to its ultimo - 

The object of society is to promote the. best good of its mem- 
h,ers, , by preserving a general peace. The peace jof society is 
best preserved when all of its members form a single indus- 
trifil community. The bond of interest is the strongest, most 
persistent and most uniform in its operation ,of any with which 
naankind are acctuainted. The effect o^ the dissolution of the 
tie between the dominant and the servile population ^^o^^ 
Southern ,States~-if it: were i^^ 

of races, or a general emigration of , the negroes to the J^^orth- 
ern— would doubtless be a resolution ; of Southern society into 
distinct commuaities. After the abolition of slavery in New 
Eig^nd, tiie negroest-those of them, who did nofkeep;^^^ 
old connection w^th the laniilxes in which they h^ been . do- 
mesticated, or become openly vagabond—retired to waste laSds 
in out of the way places, where they built their ii|tle yhlage^ 
of huts, returned as nearly asjt^^^ naturo of the bli^te and c^ 
cumstances would permit, to the habits of their 'Ji^c^^^^^. 
. tors, regained theii^^ncient i^ican religi(^^ 
\ cultivated their little patch^ com and potatoei, -but ,lii^ 
5 principally upon theprocieeds of petty depredation. Tipc|m 
/and potato fields, the lien roosts and, the sheep-folds of th^ 
j neighborhood supplied the greater share of their means of sub- 
j sistence ; and now and then one, with a share of Anglo-Saxon 
I blood in his veins, bepame a bold bui-glar, and levied contribu- 

I tions upon the country stores, of ihe region for many miles 
i around., ; 

The effect of this mode of life was a ra,pid extin^ 
of the manumitted slaves ;and their 4esceh4^n^is. Their natu- 
ral improvidence, their carelessness , of the siiefc 
attention to the .ypung, and the s^v^dty ctf^ 
gether did th© work, "and slo>viy and by degrees,". &^' t^ 
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liTew EnglMd historiaiij Emot, ''the negroes went out and dis- 
appeared.''" '■. . ^ -■ ■ , ■ ■'■1' 

That which happened in New Eiigland----with such differences 
as the climate requiried or permitted— -took pla6e in Jamaica 
and Trinidadj and in other British W^st Indian and South 
American jiossessions, aftisr the abolition of Slavery in those 
countries. The negroes ceased to become producers of a^ur- 
plus for exportation ; they settled upon waste lands and formed 
distinct commnnities ; they confined their industrial eiforts to 
the production of the means of subsistence, and, in short, be- 
came completely Africanized : fend soJbh^^m&, ^ Vl'^- 

In some of the West India Islands^it is proper to say in 
this connection-— where there were ho waste lands, and where 
the negroes were obliged to work on the pltotations or starve, 
the change by emancipation was in favor of the master. The 
production of exportable articles continued. The planter pro- 
cured his labor at considerably less than it cost him under the 
old syst-em^ and was relieved from the expense of subsisting 
the aged and the infants, and of furnishing medical attendance 
to the sick. The jresu^^^^^ about one , 

E§=^J?e?i-i per annum of the: negro population, instead of an in-1 
crease of about three per ceat., as was the case under Slavery.! 

There is another fact also that deserves to be stated: The 
increase in commodities for export which has been observed, 
within a few years pastj in someiof the British American Colo- 
nies, is not attributable, as some have alleged, to a return lof 
the negro to habits of industry, but entirely to the introductiom. 
under the Auspices of the British Government, of a new, class 
of laborers— the coolies from China and Hindostan. The serv- 
ices of these people, costing less than that of the negroes under 
Slavery, is more profitable; while being saore feugal and km- 
bitious, • many of them are able^to save money, and aifeei* a few 
years return, to their native land in a state of comparative af- 
^fli^ence.'', ^^.A^-^^t^^^-^^^ ^v-vr; , 

There are several stereotype charges against Slavery, which 

mankind repeat without a very accurate idea of their signi^ca- 

2 
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tioii. Slavery is said to be a; condition' of involuntary servi- 
tude. We are prone to forget, while thiuking of the wrongs 
of the African, that ail servitude is involuntary, Ho man la- 
bors for the pleasure'of laboring. He who ereates; as the art- 
ist, the poet, or the historian, may find enjoyment in the work 
of creation ; but all who simply produce-— the laborer, and es- 
pecially that unskilled laborer who constitutes so larg^e a ma- 
jority of every operative population— works only because he is 
under some sort of necessity. The great mass of the laborers 
of the world, here and elsewhere, labor all their iiv^s practi- 
cally for food and clothing and shelter— precisely that which 
the slave receives. There is one di#erencein favor of the slave: 
Ke has a home and support when he is old and incapable of 
further service-^^ thing in which the destitute free laborer is 
deficient.' ■ ' . ' 

Slavery is said to be a great crime, because it makes one hu- 
man being the property of another. The niore fully we under- 
stand the nature and universality of the proprietary relation, 
the less "We shall be inclined to make the case of the slave an 
exceptional 0116 in human society. Whatever a man has, which 
is of value to himself, and to which he has any especial right 
of possession, is his property. Thus a man has a pj/operty in 
his hired servant and in his indentured apprentice. The pa- 
rent has a property in his children and the children in the pa- 
rent. The husband^proVided she is of any Value, aud in any 
sense exclusively under his dominion— *in his *wife; and the 
wife-«-«v,dth similar conditions--*-in her husband/ The fact of 
the proprietorship does not determine the justice or injustiise 
of the relation ; which depends entirely upon other circum- 
stances. ' ■ , - / . ■ ■; 

Slavery is supposed by such as are without kndwledge of its 
actualities, to be entirely arbitrary— eensistiiig of 4espo^ic 
power upon one sidey and uuwilli% 6bediehce upon the other. 
The fact that different kinds of men, when thrown into cohdi-^ 
tions of actual intimacy, exei^ an influence u|)on the chariac- 
terB each of the other, which serves, without any consciousness 



11 



upon their part, to bring tliem into a state of moral commd- 
nity, is overlooked. In the sense of ; simple power an€ obedi- 
ence, the word slavery does not describe the docaestic and eco- 
nomical re' -^tions of the South, iln fact, the mastery there is 
a divided mastery. This is especially true of the older com- 
munitiesj where the connection between the sanie servile and 
dominant families has continued through several generations. 
If the master is the dictator in one respect, the siave is the 
dictator in another*; If, for example, the white man iixes the 
direction, the black man determines the rate of the movement. 
Everything sc^uth , of the Ohio travels at the ^ negro gait. After 
twenty generations of. urging ^^nd driving, that gait is the 
same in which his ancestors traveled through the swamps and 
jungles of Africa. It has not, for two hundred years, accele- 
rated a particle. It is not the unwillingness of the slate, in« 
dignant at the servitude to which he is reduced-^3. philan- 
thropists profess to believe — but the mitive inertia of the ne- 
gro. It does not come from, generations of oppression, but 
from the small lungs, slow respiration, and consequent inac- 
tivity of the brain and nervous system — ^the seats of the mus- 
*3ular power—- which belong by nature to , the African, And to 
this necessity the master, unable to amend thf^ work of crea- 
tion, is obliged to. conform. - ' 

It is customary with perspns whose sensibilities are more 
acute than their information is correct, to represent the negro 
of the Southern States as pining amid his servitude, and under 
the influence of an opinion that all men are created equal, and 
are alike entitled to the^njoyment of the right of free-agency, 
protesting continually in iSpirit, against the bondage to which 
he is subjected. This iaa naistake. Tb^e negro dislikes Slavery 
in his own person, because it' interferes with his native lazi- 
ness. He sees no harm in; holding others in a, ccinditipn from 
which; he wouid/willingly espape himself^ 5e . admits Slavery 
to be right, while he runs away; fv<?tti ;tlie. labori which it im- 
poses, an^. if opportunity offers, becomes a sl^tre-holder with- 
out a thought of , compunction, or: of pity for those oYer whom 



he ea:0rckes the rights of , ownership. Ho is a hard master, 
more cruel and exacting than th© white man,, and less careM 
of the lives and comfort of those under his dominion This in- 
differeuce. to liberty sis a principle is pointed out by Hegel, the 
German philosopher-^himself opposed, m sentiment, to Slav- 
ery wn his celebrated "Philosophy of History," as a marked 
characteristic of the negro race; 

Br. LiyiNaSTON—no friend of Slavery— in his well-known 
work, detailing the results of his observations and experiences 
during many years spent in Africa, states it as a lamentable 
fact that the prevailing sentiment upon that continent is hatred 
of the anti-slavery and friends the pro-slavery nations 

4)f .Euro|>e4^ The Engiishnaan Ts^^e very where distrusted, his 
progress hindered by all the artifices of negro cunning and 
treachery, and his person treated with contempt or indiffer- 
ence; while the Spaniard and the Portuguese are received at 
oace into friendship and are entertained with faithfulness and 
confidence. Had tho wrongs which, in the common opinion, 
these nations have for so many generations in:Sieted upon Af- 
rica been considered wrongs by the people of Africa, this 
would not be the case. There is probably no part of the world 
where the popular feeling is so unanimous in favor of Slavery 
as 'in that country where, according to the common idea, the 
universal voice is raised in a despairing cry for relief, and every 
hand stretched forth in an imploring attitude to heaven for 
vengeance sjjjpo^ the oppresso.'. 

If t! slaves of the South have any feelings of friendship 
for the Abolitionists of the North, these feelings are of recent 
origin. . Formerly, it cannot be denied, the case was different. 
Whether the old sentiments, or those which are thought to ex- 
ist at present among them, were'the result of misapprehension, 
is a point upon which there is room for difference of opinion. 
The ignorant are ever prone to supply the place of knowledge 
by the creations of the imagination ; and the hope of relief 
from labor, with, perhaps, a support in idleness through the 
munificence of their new friends, doubtless has had the effect 

y ■ ' 
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to render tlio-asands of them uneasy under their presoat s^judl- 
tion, and lead them to regard with favor those through whose 
exertions they hope for a change so desirable. That, ms they 
understand it, inducements have been presented to them which 
are not in fact to be realized, is unquestionable. But there are 
reasons which compel the belief that the reports of the uneasi- 
ness of the slaves in the Southern States are greatly excigge- 
rated. The full-blooded African is, in general, as '^ontc-nt as 
the laborer of any other race, with his lot. It is those who 
have in their veins some of the more active blood of an Anglo- 
Saxon ancestor, and with it a spark of Anglo-Saxon ambltioUj 
who are inclined to be disorderly. 

Whether or not a race of people pine under any givon con- 
dition, may be determined with some exactitude by an exami- 
nation into the effect which that condition has upon their laws 
of increase. Any great and unnatural oppression reduces the 
xeproductive energy, and either operates as a check upon in- 
crease, or prevents it altogether. The negro seeihs fitted for a 
state of servitude, by the fact that in every known case his 
numbers augment more, rapidly in Slavery than in freedom. , ■ 
In the Northern United States we owe the present compara- 
tively small aggregate of our colored population to the fact that 
the annual number of deaths is greater than that of the births. 
In Barbadoes and Antigua, statistics collected at the public ex- 
pense show a yearly reduction of one per cent, since emanci- 
pation, against an increase of two or three before that event. 
In the Southern States the average length of life is greater 
among the slave than among the free colored population j and 
it is probable that if the truth could be ascertained^ while the 
former enjoys a regular increase in numbers, the other would 
be found to sufter a regular diminution. 

As th 5 stronger and more vigorous trees of the fum^^ dwaii* 
and ev* ntually destroy the weaker md less thrifty vegetation, 
so the race of men to which we belong seems fated to ?oot out 
and exterminate every other race of energy and %dtality' in- 
ferior to its own with which it comes in contact, unless there 
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is m existing bond of interest wbidi leads the one, for its own 
sake, to extend its protection OYC f tbe othi^T. The , native .In- 
dian of AiBerica has nearly 4i3sppea^¥ad belbve a new and 
ranker human growth upon th^^ ?.ame soil. Thorny has not been 
in the relations between the two races in Iforth America any 
reason why thei Indian tribes should fade away and go out be- 
fore the advancing step of tha white man, as they have done^ and 
we mu'3t look for the cmne in some occult law bf nature similar 
to that which produc©$^ corresponding efifects in the vegetable 
kiagdom^ It is true we have a sort of national creed in re- 
spect to the disappearance of the Indian, and number his de- 
parture among our national sins — things which it is pleasant 
and magnanimous to confess; and easy also, because no one in 
particular is responsible for them— -and talk in aboriginal hero- 
ics of the/2ursed fire-water by which he has been washed away 
and sent before his time to the, happy hunting-ground reserved 
for people of his complexion. All this would be well enough, 
if it did aot fail to account for the existence of that fatal ap- 
petite for strong liquor, under the influence of which the native 
tribes have-«or, at least, are supposed to have-r-drunk them- 
selves |o d^'\th: a feat which no other race of men of which 
we have knowledge ever succeeded in accomplishing. The 
truth is, the Indian love of stimulants is one of the evidences 
of a pre-existing constitutional inferiority. If arduous drink- 
ing destroyed the native lords of the forest, it was because the 
native lords of the forest were in a state to be destroyed by 
arduous drinking; for no one acquainted with the subject will 
venture to deny that the same number of (xermans, Irish or 
Americans could, within an equal period, have consumed three 
times the amount of similar drinkables, without being percep- 
tibly affected by .he achievement. Our own race for a thou- 
sand years,, has been the hard-drinking race of the world; and 
yet it manifests no disposition to succumb under the effects of 
its multitudinous? potations. 

Of all the European families, the Anglican seems to be the 
one whose vicinity is most fatal to the African, Asiatic and 
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aboriginal American; and whether the negroes of the Souther ii 
States would endure and continue to increase in numbers after 
the severance of the ligament Of interest which now connects 
them with the whites, is a question .which only time and a trial 
can determine. So far as the climate is concerned, the chances 
are in their favor; and it might be centuries before any mate- 
rial reduction would be discovered; but the end would proba- 
bly be the absorption of a part, and the extinction 6t the rer 
mainder. We are a cruel race of people. The barbarians of 
the world kill when they are enraged; we when it is for our 
interest. The people of California murder the India&s of that 
country-— the most harmless of human beings— in cold blood, 
simply because they do not like theii> looks. Emancipated, the 
slaves of the South would be in the way; and this fact alone 
would be sufficient to surround them with dangers. Their 
safety is in their dependent condition ; and in spite of ail our 
cant about Christian charity, Christian philanthropy and Chris- 
tian civilization, the only guaranty of their existence worth 
any thing, is in their value as the |)roducers of a surplus for 
exportation for those r/ho exercise over them the rights of 
ownership. * 

The wrongs of slavery are wrongs committed by the individ- 
ual master upon the individual slave. They are no more nec- 
essary parts of the system of Southern labor thaii the frauds 
which Northern masters sometimes perpetrate upon their em- 
ployees are parts of the system of Northern labor Power 
will, now and then, fall into bad hands, and when it does so, it 
is liable to be abused.'^ The' passionate Southern master beat& 
his slave now and then unreasonably; the passionate Northern 
one practices similar cruelties upon his children or perhaps his 
wife. In proportion to the whole number, there ai'e probably 
as many men in the Nc)rthern cities who abuse their wives, as 
there are men upon the Southern plantations Who abuse their 
negroes. It is a mistake to say that the possession of power 
necessarily makes m6n tyrannical; and yet it is upon this the- 
ory that much of the popular opinion in respect to the wrongs 
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of . sls^very is founded. In vulgar hands, new-found power is 
api to become arbitrary? but if in all persons^ or aven in a 
majority,, power were attended with, this effect, the fact would 
fuynish a conclusive reason against every species of authority; 
not merely that of tbe master oyer the servant, but of the hus- 
band over the wife, the parent over the childj the public func- 
tionary o^er the citizen. Sucl^ an idea strikes at the root of 
^11 legitimacy in government; because, if it were true, it would 
prove every public officer unfit precisely in proportion to the 
magnitude of the trust reposed in him by the people. The 
highest interest which the master has in his slaye is on account 
of his services; and the value of these, he will not be likely to 
diminish by any act calculated to interfere witk his activity. 
As there are men in the Korth who ought not, from their bru- 
tality, ever to be entrusted with a horse; so there are meutin 
the South who, for the same reason, ought never to be en- 
trusted with a, negro, but as Northern society seldom sees fit 
to interfere when a man abuses his horse, so Southern society 
is ec[ually impassive when a negro is chastised beyond his de- 
serts. -Next to the whit^ man, perhaps the most delicately or- 
ganised animal in the world, and the most sensitive to pain, is. 
the horse. ! With his small but active brsi-in, he is extremely 
liable to misapprehension and consequent fits of stupidity. He 
is . easily bewndered by novelties, and, when in that condition, 
is often punished as vicious; and he who can pass Unmoved 
scenes that almost daily occur in our cities, where some poor 
Mghtened animal is tortured because he is unable to compre- 
kend the wants of a master more ' brutal than himself, has lit- 
tle cijjl to become indignant over the occasional severities prac- 
ticed upon slaves a, thousand miles awAy» 

' There are differences between individuals of the African, as 
ti?,ere are of the European races; but with the (average negro, 
feajp> of pain is the only motive of sufficient power to incito to 
exeiiipn.^ : TO the. us^ of this motive, the slaves of the 
plantations would not produce enough for their own subsist- 
ence, much less supply a surplus for the use of their masters. 
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That ambition for something better which gives activit^'^ to thie 
Anglo-^axon does not exist iit the masses of the African peo- 
ple, either at home or in America. The use of the scowge is 
no American inTention. It was imported with those , upon 
whom it is employed; and of the two, the African master is by 
far the most unsparing and relentless. When pr. Lrvmo- 
Sim, after a long period of missionary labor in one of the 
nations where he sojourned, without succiBSS, was about to 
abandon his field in utter discouragement,' he was confronted by 
the chief, who, on learning the cause of his trouble, infornied 
him that the difficulty lay with himself: that the cause was 
good enou,':;h, but that the Method he had employed was defec- 
tive. He assured him that the rod was the only thing which 
would lead the negro to repentance; and advised him to resort 
to it immediately, as the sole means by which the light of the 
(yospel could be spread in his dominions: The humane mis- 
sionary, unable to rise to the hight of the argument^ neglected 
to avail himself of the counsel of the colored potentate; and 
the consequence is that one important and niimerdus body 6i 
African jpeopie remain uninstructed in the great truths of 
Christianity. , 

The separation of children from their parents, and husbands 
from their wives, is another of the wrongs of Slavieryj and one 
upon which it is the custom to expend large stores of the iirhet^ 
oric of philanthropy. That cases of hardship now and- then 
occur, it is impossible to deny ; but it is equally certain that 
the cruelties of this practice have been greatly exaggerated. 
Mankind—- even Anglo-Saxon mankind-^are wont to profess 
considerably more of the yearnings of domestic alSection than 
they really feel ; and many a man who has been greatly dis- 
turbed ovexv the tearing asunder of the tenderest ties, which 
takes place in the Souiherh States, feels little compunction at 
the sorrows of his own neglected wife, or hesitates upon a 
slight inducement to abandon his offspring to the cold charities 
of -the -world.' ' - ...... 

In the JSTorthern States j families are constantly being s©pa« 

3 
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•lated liiider the force of a necessity q^ite. as mpe?a>ii¥ei as 
wM<;b acts iipon the negrcas of the Southern. Children at 
early ages are thrown upon their own resources, through the 
vic^s, or the misfortunes, the indifference of their parent^'ji 
&nd though they may fall into no hands interested in their pro- 
tection—as is the case when a negro child changes owners— 
society tFOuhles itself not at all on their account. They take 
their chances in the woridf and, frequently, are ail the better 
i^ithe end, for their abandonment: 

i vttere^^^^^ show that the owner of slaves is nec6s - 

sariiy B W8.nton tyrant who tramples upon the feelings of his 
subjects for hi^ own gratification. It is^ in most eases, we are 
permitted to believe, a real^ or fancied necessity which impels 
hiMf now and then, to sever the relation which exists between 
husband and wife; and there are many well authenticated in- 
stances where considerable sacrifices have beeh made rather 
than ^itew it to' be done. Where there is any real affection 
between the parties^ the owner knows its valii^, as a guaranty 
df tlieir good behavior; too well to be willirigj without cause, to 
break up the relation. 

But inconsistent and intermittent as are our own domestic 
affections, we must not judge of those of the negro by them. 
Domestic affection is the result of oare^ anxiety and sacrifice. 
*" We plant a tree,'' says the sentimental philosopher, and we 
water because we have planted it.'* In Africa, the negro is re- 
lieved by th^ boujttty of nature from the care of his family; 
and consequently^ he is ready to lend his wife to his Mend,' or 
sell Ms children' to a stranger. He counts hia offspring as his 
fibhes, naarrifes a number of wives that he may have an abun- 
d^Sea of niarketabie progeny, and trades them\off as. the Ken- 
tucky faribter does his stock of another description.^ In Amer- 
iiisa, 'the> case is- not greatly , changed. TPhe providence of the 
:^a?ster exonoirates the slave husband? antt father fpoM respon^i- 
Mti^i' m^^^ less acute in proportion; • The 

marital ahd the parental bonds bring with theixi liUle feeling 
of ;ol5liga»ti6n.. lihreB among the4 colored ^ opuiation in the 
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2f ortliern States^xcept where there is a 'lm!g& MiMxtttr¥ 
European blood— the domestic tie is sciareeiy mo3*^ 'thi&^»^M- 
inal. The negro abandons his wife chiidr^a at tlie stig^^s^ 
tion of the merest caprice, and wanders off careless whi^^^- $^^ 
ever returns again^ leaving them often in a state of a&bst" 
equal indi^rence/ , • .> - ,i • i I . 

When the Anglo-Saxon mothei? folds her children iii Mi^ 
arms for the last time before sending them forth to sieek th^i^ 
fortunes in the wide, cold worldj her heart is torn with asngUlsii 
^t the thought of the multitude of mishaps with which '#t6J?: 
may be overtaken. Her ^on may fall among bad fiss^otiiay^V 6^ 
may lose his health and become poverty-stricken aWay itotnL' 
home, with no one to minister to his neciessities ; or he^ dai^f 
ter may be misled and ruined by S(ome seduceiy aii^i' JtjttAed 
forth an outcast from society. Kone of these apprefi&i^i;t]>nir 
beset the African parent* Her son will be attended %it!i 
least ei^ual care to that which she bestowed upon him, Ijy oiie 
who has an interest in his future services; and het daii^^r 
also J and if the latter should happen to become the mistireisB 
of her master, or one of his sons, so far froih looking tfp^iMt 
as a cause of shame, it will appear to her both ^ropei^'M^ 
natural.'ff . . ^ .v. 

The great evil which is charged upon Slavery is the possi^ii^^ 
or probable deterioration of the "white race in the tJriitUd 
States, by its intermixtui»e with the negro. While 6iii* phiiffi 
thropists continrMly strive to convince u& that the- black mM 
differs fi'om the white in nothing but color, and that, With 
ecf^ual advantages, he would soon rise to the same level in? m- 
tellectual power and social value, they also endeaf or to ^xifcl^^ 
our fears of the degeneracy which would result froid the'iatii^al^ 
gama,ticn of races which hi^ presence here threaiteasy ih pr^essi 
ot t time j to effect. These two ideas a;re frequently ^repetiU'd'^i 
the same tiine, without any apparentt consciousness on the 
of those Who do so- of ' their inconsisteney. • It is l^vid^iit/ 'hhW*' 
ever, Z-adi if the negro is, by nattirej equal to the White' 
no seriously bkd consequences will result Irom the' int^i^in!^^ 
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ture; while, on thei other hand, it is certain that if he is not 
equal, the deterioration of the joint product will be in propor- 
tion to the relative numbers of the superior and inferior in- 
gredients. 

But the danger which is to come from amalgamation does 
not belong to Slavery, but to the presence of the negro upon 
this Continent. We have rj *^-3Surance that it would be re- 
moved by emancipation. On the contrary, the evidence is 
the other way. The production of individuals of mixed blood 
^'oes on in the Northern States where Slavery does not,, as well 
IS in the Southern where it does exist; and probably in pro- 
portion to the number of negroes, quite as rapidly. Every- 
where, and in all its departments, nature labors to produce 
unity, When the two races were brought together upon the 
same territory, their ultimate admixture became a certainty, if 
both shall continue to exist. It may require hundreds or thou- 
sands of years to complete the process; but the result is none 
the less certain for the length of the period necessary to its ac- 
complishment. Africa has obtained a foothold in America, and 
from that foothold it will not be dislodged. All our efforts to 
remove the negro from our soil, will prove as futile as the 
essays of a child to stop the progress of a running stream by 
buii4ing a petty dam across its current. The destiny of the 
human race upon this Continent is fixed beyond the power of 
governments or individuals; and whatever it may be, we and 
our posterity, willing or unwilling, must abide its decrees. 

The industrial affairs of nations and communities, if left 
free to the operation of their own laws,, always arrange them- 
selves in such a way as to secure the best good of which the 
whole, as a whole, is capable. In the United States, hitherto, 
little practical interference has been interposed to the econom- 
ical organization of society upon the basis of its own interests 
and affinities; and the result has been great mutual benefits, 
and an unusual degree of prosperity. In respect to its indus- 
trial arrangements and their effects, ours has been the model 
nation of the world. Here, less than in any .other country of 
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which we have any knowledge, has one man been in the way of 
another. There has hee.n room enoiu^h for alL If the ranks 
of one pursuit were full, those of another were open. In pro- 
portion as labor has increased, the demand has extended, and 
new avenues been discovered for its activity. The industry of 
the Northern States has always found an adequate reward; and 
so has that of the Southern. Neither has, in any respect, in- 
terfered with the other, nor given any token of a prospect of 
interference in the future. If there have been two systems of 
labor, those systems have not been antagonists: on the con- 
trary, they have mutually played into each other's hands. The 
European laborer has found a climate agreeable to himself, con- 
genial to his constitution and well adapted to the employment 
of his energies in the North; the African has been equally well 
suited in the South. Both have found the place that, in re- 
spect to soil, and the products of which it is capable, is best 
fitted to their tastes and capacities; where they enjoyed the 
best health, multiplied the most rapidly, and realized the 
largest amount of physical comfort. If Slavery was abhorent 
to the one, it v/as out of his sight; if free agency was undesir- 
able, under the circumstances, for the other, he was removed 
from contact with those who would be likely to render him un- 
happy under his servitude. 

The North and the South have not been rivals in respect to 
their productions in any of the markets of the world, at home 
or abroad: on the contrary, they have been everywhere auxil- 
iaries. The North cannot profitably produce the cotton, the 
rice, nor the sugar, which are the staples of the South; nor the 
South the wheat, corn, butter, cheese, hprses, cattle and hogjj 
that are the staples of the North. Ep.ch has its sep^irate prov- 
ince in the world's economy; and each, in that province, 
•claimed the proud title of standing pre-eminent. We of the 
North boast that with our wheat and corn-fields and our luxu- 
riant pastures, we can feed the world; they of the South that 
with their cotton plantations, all nations are dependent upon 
them for clothing. 
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No contrast can be stronger than that between the harmony 
and adtnirable adjustment of the social and industrial relations 
of the North and the South, and the antagonism which has 
ever exist^^d in the political. In the social, sectional lines have 
been nearly obliterated under the influence of the ties of aifec- 
tion. Scarcely a Northern family of any age is without its rep- 
resentatives in the South; scarcely a Southern family that is 
destitute of a Northern alliance. Mutual emigration and in- 
termarriage have been constantly at work to produce and pre- 
serve an unity of love, to correspond with the existing one of 
interest. The wealthy Southron, during the heats of the sum- 
mer, brought his family to. Northern places of social resort, 
made himself and them, for the time being, parts of a North- 
ern community, and distributed the surplus of his revenues in 
Northern cities and villages : and although we now and then 
found fault with manners which differed from our own, we have 
been compelled to admit that, with all his family pride, and 
seeming arrogance of demeanor, he was not without a compen- 
sating share of good qualities. 

In the industrial relations, the North has been the customer 
of the South, and the South the customer of the North: each 
supplying to the other articles of the first necessity. The 
North may not be indebted to the South for so large a number 
of commodities ; but those which it does receive, yield to none 
in importace. These are cotton, sugar, rice, tobacco, and that 
first of all the objects of civilized desire— the sum and conti- 
nent of all others — money. To the cultivation of cotton in the 
South we owe the fact that the calicoes, the ginghams, the 
muslins and the almost innumerable articles of which cotton 
is the main ingredient, which minister so materially to our 
comfort, are purchasable at less than one-fourth of the price to 
which they were afforded to our great grandfathers ; and to the 
cultivation of sugar, an almost equal reduction in the price of 
that nearly indispensable luxury. 

The articles for which the South has been dependent upon 
the North are of almost infinite number and variety. The 
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Southern child of white parents is born upon a bedstead of 
Jforthern construction, in a house which, if its brick and lum- 
ber are of Southern origin, has all its nails, glass, upholstery 
and furniture of Northern manufacture. He is rocked in a 
Northern cradle, fed with a Northern spoon and clothed in cal- 
icoes, ginghams, muslins and flannels from Northern looms. 
Arrived at youth he goes to school to study Northern books, 
and, perhaps, to be taught by a Northern school-master. His 
boots, clothes and hats all come from Northern shops. He rides 
a Northern horse, upon a Northern saddle, or drives in a North- 
ern carriage, with Northern harness and Northern whip. He 
shoots with a Northern gun, and fights his duels with Northern 
pistols. His food is Northern jfiour, beef, pork, fish, butter, 
cheese and potatoes. His drink is whisky or wine from North- 
ern distilleries or vineyards. His books, stationery, pens, ink, 
paper, sealing-wax and wafers are all of Northern production. 
He reads, by the light of a Northern candle, a journal printed 
upon Northern paper, with Northern type and ink, washes 
himself with Northern soap, and scents his handkerchief with 
Northern perfumery. In every act and every relation, he is 
surrounded with things of Northern fabrication; and when he 
sleeps with his fathers, the hinges and trimmings of his cofiin, 
if not the coffin itself, are of Northern workmanship; he is 
carried to his long home in a Northern hearse; his grave is 
dug with a Northern shovel; and his virtues are commemo- 
rated upon a piece of Northern marble in an inscription en- / 
graved, perhaps, by a Northern artist. z^'"*^ ' 

Nor is the relation of the North to the South less marked in 
the industrial than in the domestic sphere. All the utensils 
of Southern cultivation are of Northern m^.ke and invention. 
The soil is stirred and the seed covered with the aid of North- 
ern implements. The cotton is divested of its seed by a North- 
ern gin, driven by a Northern engine; it is pressed by a 
Northern press, bound with Northern cordage, transported in a 
Northern car, drawn by a Northern locomotive, and sent to its 
port of destination in a Northern vessel. The sugar is manu- 
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factured by Northern machinery, and the tobacco and rice pre- 
pared for market by similar assistance. The slaves derive their 
food and clothing from Northern farms and factories, and dance 
to the music of Northern banjoes and violins. , 

This has been called the dependence of the South upon the 
North ; but is it in any other or any different sense, the de- 
pendence of the North upon the South? How many millions 
of individuals in the North derive their subsistence by the pro- 
duction of articles of Southern desire and necessity! How 
many hundreds of thousands of families are furnished with 
homes and the comforts of life ; how many thousands of facto- 
ries and shops, and distilleries, and farms, and warehouses are 
kept in active operation, and made to yield remunerative 
proiSt« throughout the same agency! How many thousand 
ships and steamers find profitable employment in facilitating 
the various exchanges of commodities which take place between 
two great, wealthy and prosperous sections of the same country! 
In all the economical relations of the world the producer is as 
much dependent upon the consumer as the consumer is upon 
the producer. Tho South can do as well without the provisions 
and manufactures of the North, as the North can do without 
the cotton and groceries of the South. Place both in posi- 
tions perfectly isolated from the rest of the world, and the South 
is quite as nearly self-sustaining as the North. Its soil will 
readily produce all the articles of primary necessity; it has 
once, in a great measure, manufactured it own clothing, and, 
doubtless, could, if required, do so again; while the North, if 
the results of an abundance of experiments teach any thing, 
is totally unable to produce with anything like the requisite 
certainty — ^to say nothing of the others — ^that great and lead- 
ing article which, next to food and iron, stands highest in the 
list of things indispensable to mankind. - / 

There are few who have the knowledge or the memory to en- 
able them to estimate the. magnitude and importance of the 
economical changes that hav;6 taken place upon the North 
American Continent within the last forty years— one of the 
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primary causes of which has been the introduction and progress 
of the cotton culture in the Southern States, No political 
events that the world has ever known has produced revolutions 
so extensive, or — according to all the received rules for esti- 
mating the worth of things— so valuable to the human race; 
and yet the process of transition has gone on so quietly and 
noiselessly that society has never been disturbed, and all we 
have been able to see has been the constantly recurring evi- 
dences of its beneficial effects. 4?;' 

In the year 1820 the cotton culture may be said to h.afyie be- 
come fairly established in the South. All the processes for the 
production of the great staple had come to be well understood; 
the cotton gin had been generally introduced, and the demand 
for American cotton had become regular in all the European 
markets. All that time the South produced nearly all of its 
own food, and the greater share of its own clothing ; and a large 
proportion of its labor was expended in domestic manufactures, 
and in the cultivation of articles of subsistence. At that 
time Ohio had but little over half a million of inhabitants, and 
produced no surplus for exportation; and the States of Indi- 
ana, Illinois and Michigan had, collectively, less than half the 
popuJiation of Ohio. The cotton manufacture of New England 
was in its infancy, and that of Great Britain and France, al- 
though the subject of pride in those countries, bore no compar- 
ison to the yastness to which it has now arisen. 

At this time the idea began to dawn in the minds of the plant- 
ers of the cotton States that, by relinquishing the domestic pro- 
duction of food and clothing, and turning their attention to the 
cultivation of that article for which their soil was peculiarly 
adapted, they could increase their profits sufficiently to enable 
them to purchase, with advantage, their provisions, apparel, 
and a multitude of articles of use or luxury in other markets. 
And here it was that began those intimate relations between the 
economical interests of the two great sections of one country, 
which, during a period of more than forty years, have been grow- 
ing stronger and closer, and more necessary to both, until they 
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have acquired such strength and tenacity that nothing but the 
direst convulsions— convulsions that will entail the most lasting 
misfortunes upon both — ^^vili ever compel a permanent separa« 
tion. Political revolutions change only dynasties. They are, 
to the people, seldom more than an idea; often not so much. 
But industrial revolutions change the condition of the masses; 
and where they are forced violently backward, they roll over 
and crush generations. 

From this period, also, dates the commencement of that pro- 
gress which hm withdrawn the States of New England from 
the list of those which produce a surplus of articles of food for 
exportation to foreign countries. As the South, through the 
increase of its cotton cultivation, acquired the ability to pur- 
chase, New England, besides its rapidly enlarging cotton 
manufacture, turned its attention to the production of an al- 
most endless variety of articles of use, ornament and luxury, 
which the augmented means of the planters enabled them to 
buy. ' It returned the cotton of the South to its original pro- 
prietors in the form of cloth; it manufactured boots, shoes, 
hats, paper, furniture, carriages, tin and wooden ware, and that 
almost interminable list of commodities known under the gene- 
ral title of Yankee notions ; and became, by the same process^ 
a pensioner for its food upon the fertile fields of New York, 
Pennsylvania and the Great West, whose proprietors received, 
in return, its money, the products of its fisheries and its man- 
ufactures. 

It is probable that the happier/t and safest condition in which 
a people can be placed is that in which each community pro- 
ducer for itself all that it requires. But however desirable 
such a condition may be, experience shows that it is only prac- 
ticable in the simpler forms of society— in short, where it is 
compulsory. Men come to it, not so much by increasing the 
number of their productions,' as by reducing the number of 
their wants. In proportion as communities advance in refine- 
ment the ' . (jquire a taste for variety, until nothing short of all 
that the world can produce or invent is equal to the extent and 
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number of their desires. It is this which induces them to bear 
and cheerfully pay the cost of comnferce, which in itself begets 
nothing valuable^ and is simply the instrument by which differ- 
ent parts of the world exchange the surplus of that which 
they grow or create for that which they do not; but which in 
its effects links all the peoples of the world together in one 
economical community, under the operation of the laws of de- 
mand and supply. 

The happiest and safest practicable condition— other things 
being equal— for a nation, would seem to be that in which each 
of its different sections is able to produce things desirable to 
the others, in such number and variety as in the aggregate to 
make up the sum of human wants, thus rendering it independ- 
ent. To this desirable condition the United States are — or 
were — ^rapidly approaching, if it was not already a thing real- 
ized. The cotton, sugar, rice, tobacco, groceries and fruits of 
the South came, with its own productions, as nearly as possible 
to making up the complement of things of use, necessity and 
luxury at the !N"orth; and the provisions and manufactures of 
the iN'orth were doing the same good office for the South. The 
commerce called into being by these exchanges, if it was ex« 
pensive, had this mitigating circumstance, that it was domes- 
tic, and its profits enured to, while it supplied remunerative 
employment for many thousands of our fellow-citizens. In 
fact, we have no knowledge of any nation of ancient or modern 
times, each of whose parts was so admirably contrived to be at 
once the servant and the customer of the others; whose differ- 
ent climates, tastes and forms of labor were so well adapted to 
give aid to «ach other ; whose accidental differences were pro- 
ductive of so much real unity, and in whose economical sys- 
tems there was so little clashing and injurious competition. 
The white laborer of the !N'orth has not needed the cotton lands, 
the rice swamps, the sugar plantations or the tobacco patches 
of the South as fields for his activity; nor has the black laborer 
of the South needed the corn and wheat farms, the shops or the 
factories of the North as fields for his. Each has had ample 
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room, and verge enough for the exercise of his utmost energies } 
nor has it been often in the history of either the North or the 
South, within the last forty years, that the labor market has 
been glutted with more hands than it could employ and sup- 
port. 

In respect to the demand for the products of its agriculture, 
the South has had one advantage over the North ; for while 
the latter has, at least now and then, had in its garners and 
warehouses greater quantities of wheat and corn and pork and 
whisky than were wanted to supply the deficiencies in other 
countries, the requirements of our own and of foreign nations 
for the staples of the latter, ajad especially that of cotton, have 
always been in advance of its ability to supply them. In fact, 
while the cotton production of the United States has increased 
from eighteen millions of pounds in the year 1800 to nearly 
two thousand millions in 1860, it seems now as far as ever from 
reaching the utmost limit of the demand. 

But no agency has been so efficient to enlarge the foreign 
market for American provisions as the increase of the cotton 
production. The most extensive cotton manufacturing country 
in the world is Great Britain, next to which is S'rance; and 
these are the principal customers of the North and "West for 
all the articles which it cultivates and produces. In propor- 
tion as the demand for cotton has been supplied from the 
Southern plantations, has the demand for food for those who 
are engaged in its manufacture increased in magnitude and im- 
proved in regularity. Every ship load of cotton that goes from 
New Orleans or Mobile or Charleston or Savannah, represents 
other ship loads of wheat and corn and beef and pork, that go 
from New York, or New Orleans, or Chicago, or Buffalo. The 
increase in value which British or French labor adds to South- 
ern cotton, enables the laborer to live upon Northern provisions ; 
and thus, even in its exports to foreign lands, the South was 
ministering to the wealth, the power and the progress of the 
North, while it was doing the same thing for itself. 

But the cotton manufacture of the North is only moderate in 
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its extent, when compared with that of Great Britain and 
France. According to official reports made in 1850, the amount 
of capital invested in the manufacture of cotton in the United 
States, and mostly in those of the F.\st and North, was, in 
round numbers, 174,000,000; consuming 256,500,000 pounds of 
the raw material, worth in that state |35,000,000; using 121,- 
000 tuns of coal, employing 92,286 persons, who received per 
annum, for wages, the sum of 116,286,000; producing 763,679,- 
000 yards of cloth, of the value of |61,879. 

We may estimate the importance of American cotton to 
other nations, and incidentally to our ow a, from the fact that 
for many years, over eighty per cent, of all the cotton manufac- 
tured in this country and in Europe has been the growth of the 
United States. From the year 1851 to 1855, according to offi- 
cial documtcnts, the average annual amount of that article 
shipped from our ports to Great Britain and the Continent 
was 1,026,000,000 pounds ; of which England received 712,- 
000,000, France 174,000,000, Spain 34,000,000, the Hanse Towns 
26,000,000, Belgium 17,000,000, Austria 17,000,000, Sardinia 
and Italy 15,000,000, Russia 9,000,000 and the other States the 
remainder. In 1857 the export had risen to 1,048,282,476 
pounds, valued at home at $131,575,859. 

Some idea of the value of slave labor in the Southern States 
to the industry of the world, may be gained by a glance at the 
amount of exportable products of those States, which form the 
subjects of commerce. With the exception af a mere fraction, 
the whole vast aggregate of the cotton crop is sent out of the 
States in which it is produced; while of the other articles, only 
the surplus is exported. The annual value of the cotton which 
the South sends to other countries, including the North, may 
be set down as an average of $260,000,000; of tobacco |25,000,- 
000; of sugar and molasses $10,000,000;' of rice |5,000,000, 
making in all $300,000,000. For these she receives little money 
in return. Her payment has been in the products of the fields, 
shops and manufactories of the North, and of ether countries, 
the greater share of which have paid a profit to Northern mer- 



chants, ibrokers and importers. The cotton has at once clothedf 
all Christendom, supported its commerce and provided neces- 
employment for many millions of its laboring population.- 
The number of the people of Great Britain engaged and di- 
rectly interested in the cotton manufacture is greater than tha^ - 
•entire population of Wew England, and the number in France 
nearly as great. The value ^f the annual export of cotton fab' 
rics fi'om Great Britain may fee set down at $250,000,000, being 
two-thirds of all the woven fabrics exported from the empire.- 
-Speaking of the American production of cotton and the elTect 
which it was producing, not only upon our own prosperity but 
"Upon the destiny of other nations, JBlaokwood^s Magazinei 
•January^ 1853, employed the following forcible language: 

"With its increased growth has sprung up that mercantile 
navy which now waves its stripes and stars over every sea, and 
that foreign influence, which has placed the internal peace — ^we 
may say the subsistence of millions in every manufacturing 
country in Europe— within the power of an oligarchy of cot- 
ton planters." 

In another paragraph is depicted the effect which disturb- 
.^nees upon this continent v/ould produce in Great Britain: 

"Let any great socM or physical •convulsion visit the United 
Sta'es, and England would f^l tho shock fi'om Land's End to 
John O'Groat's. The lives of nearly two millions of our coun- 
trymen are dependent upon the cotton crops of America; their 
'destiny may be said, without any hyperbole, to hang upon a 
thread. Snould any dire calamity befal the land of cotton, a 
thousand of our merchant ships would rot idly in dock; ten 
thousand mills stop their busy looms ; two thousand thousand 
mouths starve., for lack of food to feed them." 
1 , That the^^foTcible abolition of Slavery in the United States 
\ ^w^^ould bring upon England all and more of the calamities here 
' depicted, there can be no doubt. f'^That such an event would 
put h stop to the production of cotton as an article of com-' 
merce, either foreign or domestic, is a thing which even those? 
who urge on the work of abolition do not deny ; and of which 
the people of Great Britain have had too much experience to 
enable them to entertain a doubt. That the prospect of such 
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^in event should therefore awaken in their minds, and in tM 
mind of their government, the most serious apprehensions^ 
is not surprising. Greatly as they may desire to draw theiir 
future supplies of that staple from other countries, and thus, 
escape the ^dangers which may arise from cur social or phys~ 
ical convulsions, they are aware that, for the present, Ameri- 
can cotton is to them an article of the first necessity; and 
that upon its receipt, in quantities sufficient to meet the re^ 
quirements of their manufacturing papulation, depends not 
merely their industrial prosperity and the lives of millions of 
people, but the solvency of the government — ^perhaps its vei 
'existence — ^the safety of the state, and its immunity from intes^ 
nal commotion and civil war. - - 'V/ l v r>'^ ^ jff/'-i^-,^^_ 

But great as are the calamities that would befall Great Brit- 
.ain in consequence of the failure in the . siippjy of American 
-cotton, those that would overtSie tKe^'Ndrtl" no less 

serious, while they might be even more wide-spread and per- 
vading. Kot only would the thousands of our cotton-mills stop 
their busy looms, and our thousands of ships and steamers rot 
idly in dock, but the impulse which has filled the whole coun- 
try with flourishing towns and cities, and which has made 
practicable our tens of thousands of miles of railway — ^wbich 
has extended -our cultivating industry over millions of acres of 
territory, and dotted the whole North with shops and factories 
and founderiea for the production of articles to supply a South- 
ern demand, would be taken away. That vast and busy agri- 
cultural population which now finds employment and wealth in 
producing its hundreds of millions of dollars in annual value 
of surplus to feed the laborers of the South and the workmen 
in the cotton-mills of Europe, would find their market de- 
.stroyed, their sources of revenue dried up, their occupation 
gone, and themselves reduced to that which, in comparison 
with their past condition, is poverty. The capitalist will find 
his capital unproductive, and himself a pensioner upon his 
principal; and the laborer will fail to receive those wages 
which have heretofore been the sources of his subsistence. 
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Kor will this wide-spread stagnation be unaccompanied by 
want and real suifering. With no demand for the products of 
labor, production will cease; and the reluctant workmen will 
stand idle and hungry in the market-places. "Not merely des- 
titution, but that discontent which always, to a greater or less 
extent, accompanies it, will ensue; and those disturbances which 
the statesmen of other nations, with just reason, fear, in con- 
sequence of our distractions, will find an equally dangerous 
counterpart in our own society. ' • ^ ' 

It is doubtless true that, in the course of time, the North , 
would adapt itself to the altered condition which abolition 
would necessitate, and such changes would take place in its in- 
dustrial system as would render its laboring population self- 
sustaining; but wh is able to calculate how long if. would be 
before the transitioj. could be accomplished, or the sum of the 
suffering that must, in the mean time, be endured? To grad- 
ual revolutions, especially when they are for the better, men 
conform with readiness; but violent ones, particularly when 
they are for the worse, while they bear heavily upon all, press 
v/ith crushing weight upon the class that, having no stores laid 
up for times of adversity, are least able to endure them. The 
JSTorth has not less than a thousand millions of dollars of fixed 
capital, invested in machinery, implements and fixtures for the 
production of articles of Southern demand Abolition will, at 
ft single blow, render these instrumentalities worthless, and 
wipe the capital which they represent out of existence. It 
has, perhaps, another thousand millions invested in the pro- 
duction of articles of foreign demand, the ability to purchase 
which by foreign nations depends upon the regular supply of 
cotton from Southern plantations, which will, to a great ex- 
tent, incur the same fate. The use of this, and a still greater 
floating capital, has hitherto supplied several millions of 
Korthern people with that employment which is to them food, 
clothing and home. It is a sad thing when such are, even tem- 
porarily deprived of a market for their labor, but when this 
privation is accompanied by the necessity, not merely to learn 
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new occupations, but to wait until, in the progress of evants,- 
new fields shall be discovered and opened, starvation or sup« 
port at the public expense is inevitable. Such an e"V fint T/ill 
practically set the people of the North back half a century in 
their material progress, and undo that which, for two genera-^ 
tions, has been the principal subject of their pride; and with 
these additional disadvantages, that with a vast and burden- 
some public debt pressing with almost annihilating force upon 
every branch of industry, the former avenues of her trade 
and industry will be blockaded, with no new ones open to sup- 
ply their places, while she will have u])on her hands a numer- 
ous horde of paupers, who, with their posterity, will, perhaps, 
for generations to come, demand to be fed and clothed from the 
wasted revenues of the people and the bankrupt coffers of the 
government. 

There are those who, with a pretence of sagacity superior to 
that which is permitted to ordinary mortals, affect to despise 
considerations like these ; but they are mostly such as, having 
become possessed to the full extent of their capacity with one 
idea, have no room to give entertainment to another. Assum- 
ing that Slavery is the one great evil that infests the world, 
they close their eyes upon all other evils, present or prospec- 
tive, and are willing that the world shall be overturned rather 
than Slavery be continued. When Robespieree— the head of 
the first Abolition Society of modern times — ^was told that the 
cause he was advocating in the French National Assembly, in 
1771, in respect to the mulattoes of St. Domingo, would ruin 
the colonies: "Perish the colonies," was the reply of that dis- 
tinguished patriot and philanthropist, "'rather than sacrifice 
one iota of our principles." The mantle of the President of 
the celebrated Society of Amis des Noirs appears to have de- 
soBnded upon his American successors/ Perish the South, " o ; 
rather than sacrifice one iota of our principles! And nojt only 
perish the South, but perish the North also I is virtually their 
exclamation. Let all America, white and black, be involved 

in a common ruin, so that the bond which binds the slave to his 

6 
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la^st^r b© broken. These Robiispierres of the nineteenth cen^ 
tnry were, a few months ago, disunionists. They cailed the 
ClonsUtmtion of the Uiiited States a compact with Hell, agitated 
fot its 0verthi*ow, and, more than any others, are the authors 
©f the pi'esent deplorable condition of the country, l^ow they 
the most violent friends of the Union, and clamor loudest 
for its restoration. They constitute the leaders of the extreme 
movement^ pas^y? have the control of a multitude of newspa- 
per^, hold possession of all the lecture-halls of the country, 
and are able to drive or exclude from the field all who disagree 
with them in opinion or dissent from the destructive measures 
wMcli they propose. 

, Is any one idle enough to suppose that these men are any 
better foiends of the Union than they were twelve months ago? 
■ What have they ever done but to jeopardize its interests and 
peril its tranquillity? Does any one sincerely believe that 
] thfey are more than other men, friends of the negro? Do they 
j a#iit*him to their houses, cherish. him in their sociaLcircles, or 
/ strive, in any way, to elevate Mm to an, equality with -them- 
S selves? Does their hatred of Slavery imr-el them to discour- 
\ ag^'^i^tjontinuance by dispensing with those articles of com- 
/ fort or luxury which slaves produce? It must make the 



and solaces himself after dinner with a pipe of slave-labor to- 
I feacco, mounted in pulpit or rostrum, and haranguing of the 
1 wrongs, sina, evils and cruelties of slavery. The detestable ' 
Biieanness of such a proceeding is only equaled by its consumr 
mate hypocrisy. For very shaime, let these gentlemen deny 
themselves the use of those things which — as they contend — 
^ire the symbols of the blood and tea^s of men and women per- 
ishing in hopeless servitude, and then they will be able to show 
the world, at least one evidence of their sincerity.. o ,v v„ . 
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/ supercede it by free labor. Let our pkilanthropists turn their 
.1 attention to the cuiviure of cotton and sugar and rice and to- 
j baeco, and by the superior chea^pness of their crops drive the 
I symbols of blood and tears from the markets of Christendom. 
The South is--~at least it was— all before them. They could 
have afforded mankind the best possible proof of their convic- 
tion of the truth of their principles by proving, in their own 
persons, the correctness of their theories. The Rev, Oheever 
might have been, if not as ornamental, quite as useful to his , 
species, by doing daily duty in a rice plantation; the elegant, 
figure of the Rev. BEUiOWS would have become additionally 
interesting while conveying armfulls of cane to the sugar 
manufactory; the chubby fingers of the Rev. Beecher would , 
serve an excellent purpose in picking the virgin cotton from 
its prudish pod; and the GtARRISONs, the G-reeleys, and others 
of the same species, might, perhaps, have wrought salvation 
to millions of the negro race by. their superior skill in hoeing, 
worming and stripping tobacco. . / 

At present our country seems to, be lying prostrate at the ' 
. feet of the destructionists ; and there is, to appearance, no one * 
to raise a voice imploring them to hold off their hands. Re- 
presentations of the damage they are doing, and of the evils 
they are entailing upon the land and upon posterity, find no 
listeners. The cry is Havoc! Let us destroy ourselves, so 
that we may also destroy our adversaries. To predict and to 
, dare every evil that can befall a country and a people, is ac- 
cepted- as a mark of superior patriotism ; and windy orators 
upon the floor of Congress, who profess to be willing to lie down 
in paupers' graves, so that they can rid the land of the black 
curse of Slavery, are greeted with rounds of applause from the 
galleries. To suppose that these people will endure any better 
than others the burdens that the future is destined to bring, is 
to take upon trust that which can only be proven by experi- 
ment. The bravery to suffer prospective misfortunes is a very 
different thing from the constancy to bear real ones. It may 
be a pleasant thing for those to whom a pauper's grave is only 



a f.r:rro of ?peecl.i to, deficits terrors : hut it need not be forccoir- 
tcj- UiD.t there are fchoiisandy among us already to Trlioni tkc- 
pa.u.per's gra.YC is an imminent reality. God may provide com- 
f(:xta,ble saliivies for incendiary clerg3^rnen, as the Government, 
does for those gentlemen who continue to combine in one per- 
son, the character of patriot and peculator. But beneath thew« 
there is a large cl?ss of people equally deserving, and a great; 
deal more useful, in whose favor there are no such special dis- 
ponsa-tions. YvTiile tlie vforkl is n mused with the vaporings of 
the one, it may foiget the sufierings of the other. The real 
loi^3. falls upon those who descT re it least — honest farmers, care- 
ful-merchants, industrious tradesmen, enterprising manfactur- 
d helpless laborers. 
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